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HONORING MARINE LANCE CPL. 

JOSH MISIEWICZ FOR INJURIES 
SUSTAINED IN OPERATION EN-
DURING FREEDOM 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 17, 2011 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Lance Cpl. Josh Misiewicz, a Marine 
from the Third District of Illinois who was in-
jured serving our country in Afghanistan. He 
was awarded a Purple Heart after he stepped 
on an improvised explosive device (IED) and 
lost both of his legs. While I am sad for his 
loss, I am proud he served our country bravely 
and I know he will continue to live a life of 
great achievement. 

Lance Cpl. Misiewicz’s achievements before 
the Marine Corps were remarkable. A well- 
rounded young man, he was a standout stu-
dent-athlete at Lyons Township High School, 
was recognized by the state of Illinois for his 
athletic achievement, and went on to play 
hockey for St. Mary’s University of Minnesota. 
He knew, however, that he wanted to serve 
his country and embarked upon one of the 
greatest challenges an American can face: 
joining the Marine Corps. Demonstrating brav-
ery and leadership, Lance Cpl. Misiewicz 
chose to join the infantry and rose to become 
a squad leader. 

After being deployed to Helmand Province 
in Afghanistan, his unit was in charge of con-
tinuing efforts to drive out Taliban insurgents 
and promote peace in the area. On July 20, 
2011, in a patrol around that remote region, 
Lance Cpl. Misiewicz’s life would change for-
ever when an IED detonated near him and he 
lost both of his legs and much of his hearing. 
Four days later he was transferred to Walter 
Reed Military Hospital where he continues 
recuperating. 

The difficulty of recovering from such an 
event for Lance Cpl. Misiewicz and his family 
is beyond comprehension for many Ameri-
cans. The outpouring of local support from 
friends and neighbors, however, is a true tes-
tament to this young Marine’s character. The 
love and care of his family and the compan-
ionship of his fellow Marines will see him 
through this trying stage of his life. Our men 
and women in uniform are some of our brav-
est people and Lance Cpl. Misiewicz is no ex-
ception. He makes us all proud to be Ameri-
cans. 

I ask you to join me in honoring Lance Cpl. 
Misiewicz for his bravery, commitment to his 
fellow man, and sacrifice. May he have a 
speedy recovery and rehabilitation. I know that 
this is not the last time we will hear from this 
impressive young man. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL 
ADOPTION DAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2011 

HON. JESSE L. JACKSON, JR. 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 17, 2011 

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of National Adoption Day, 
November 19, 2011, and in support of more 
than 400,000 children living in foster care. 

National Adoption Day began in November 
of 2000 as an attempt to raise awareness for 
children in foster care waiting to find perma-
nent, loving families. In particular, National 
Adoption Day aims to facilitate and finalize 
adoptions in all 50 states, celebrate and honor 
those families who adopt, and encourage oth-
ers to consider adopting. Through the efforts 
of policymakers, practitioners and advocates, 
over 35,000 children have found homes on 
this day. This year alone, organizers hope to 
finalize adoption for 4,500 foster care children. 

Mr. Speaker, it is imperative that Congress 
acts to support the tireless efforts of organiza-
tions and individuals helping to find loving 
homes for the thousands of children living in 
foster care across the country. In my home 
state of Illinois, more than 15,000 children ea-
gerly await the day they are adopted into a 
permanent, stable, and caring family. Let us 
give hope today to those children in search of 
the homes they desperately need and deserve 
by raising awareness for this critical issue. 

I urge my colleagues and fellow Americans 
to support efforts that will unite children living 
in foster homes with permanent families, and 
to join me in recognizing National Adoption 
Day on November 19. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE WORK OF 
HIGHMARK CARING PLACE CEN-
TERS AND REMEMBERING CHIL-
DREN’S GRIEF AWARENESS DAY 

HON. JASON ALTMIRE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 17, 2011 

Mr. ALTMIRE. Mr. Speaker, today I wish to 
recognize the good work being done in Penn-
sylvania to help children and teenagers cope 
with the loss of a loved one. 

For more than a decade, Highmark Caring 
Place centers in Pennsylvania have worked 
with hundreds of schools and businesses 
throughout the commonwealth to promote bet-
ter strategies for helping young people deal 
with the death of a loved one. This type of 
tragedy is a burden faced by too many young 
people. One out of every twenty children will 
lose a parent, and one in seven children will 
lose someone close to them—such as a broth-
er, sister, or grandparent—before they reach 
the age of 18. 

As the holiday season approaches, the pain 
of losing a loved one often grows as memo-
ries of past holidays are revisited. Many griev-
ing children will feel alone and afraid, and al-
though it is often believed that children are 
less affected by loss and more able to easily 
continue with their lives, the opposite is true. 
These children need the caring support of 
family, friends, and others to help them under-
stand and cope with their feelings. 

Since its founding in 1997, Highmark Caring 
Place has served over 30,000 people and in 
2008 alone, provided the equivalent of 
$428,000 in volunteer service hours. The pro-
gram brings together grieving children, their 
families, and trained volunteers to share 
meals, talk and play games, and engage in 
group discussions with other families coping 
with the same experience. These programs 
are free of charge to the community and open 
to anyone. 

On November 17, Pennsylvanians will mark 
Children’s Grief Awareness Day, a day of re-

membrance initiated by school students 
across the commonwealth to bring attention to 
their classmates coping with a loss. Thou-
sands of students will wear blue to show soli-
darity with, and support for, their peers. Others 
will hold assemblies, bake sales, and presen-
tations to raise awareness. I commend these 
students for their initiative and the compassion 
they are showing for their peers. 

Through their programs and the generosity 
of their volunteers, Highmark Caring Place is 
truly making a difference in the lives of griev-
ing children and their families. I wish to ex-
press my sincere gratitude for the work they 
do. 

f 

HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF STEAMFITTERS LOCAL 
439 

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 17, 2011 

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask my colleagues to join me in honoring the 
100th anniversary of Steamfitters Local 439 of 
Caseyville, Illinois, affiliated with the United 
Association of Journeymen and Apprentices of 
the Plumbing and Pipe Fitting Industry of the 
United States and Canada. 

The history of the pipe trades goes back be-
fore the Civil War. During the mid-nineteenth 
century, plumbers, steamfitters and gas fitters 
would have been represented by individual 
trade locals. In 1889, a plumber from Boston 
sent a letter to a plumber in Washington, DC, 
expressing an interest in forming a ‘‘United 
Brotherhood’’ and soon thereafter, the new 
union was formed. The union name would 
later be adopted as the United Association of 
Journeymen and Apprentices of the Plumbing 
and Pipe Fitting Industry of the United States 
and Canada and be known as UA. 

On August 12, 1911, UA General President 
Martin P. Durkin chartered Local 439 in East 
St. Louis, Illinois. The local hall would remain 
in East St. Louis for 76 years. In 1987, the 
current hall was erected in Caseyville, Illinois, 
and named the Donald J. Bailey Building in 
honor of Local 439’s retired business man-
ager. In further recognition of the contributions 
of Donald Bailey and the Steamfitters to the 
community, St. Clair County named the street 
where the union hall is located, Donald Bailey 
Drive. 

The current business manager is Charles 
‘‘Totsie’’ Bailey, who first joined Local 439 in 
1978. Throughout his tenure as Local 439 
business manager, Totsie has worked tire-
lessly to provide his members with the best 
representation possible and also to improve 
their skills through continuing education and 
training. Through his leadership, additional 
training facilities have been opened and edu-
cational programs have been developed. 

Totsie is a fierce advocate for his members 
but he is also known for his generosity and his 
commitment to his community. Totsie leads by 
example and has personally donated his own 
resources to assist members, retirees and 
families of his local as well as many within his 
community. 

Local 439 has always been very involved in 
volunteer and fundraising efforts and the list of 
organizations they have helped includes; the 
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Multiple Sclerosis Society, the United Way, the 
St. Vincent De Paul Society and the 
Backstoppers, a local organization that pro-
vides assistance to the families of fallen police 
officers and firefighters. Local 439 holds an 
annual fundraiser to benefit the Illinois Fire 
Safety Alliance Burn Camp for Kids and has 
raised over $250,000 in eight years for this 
worthy cause. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating the leadership and members 
of Steamfitters Local 439 as they celebrate 
their 100th Anniversary and to wish them con-
tinued success in the future. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO DAVID LAWSTUEN 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 17, 2011 

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the excellence in education in Iowa, 
and to specifically congratulate Northeast Iowa 
Community College Dairy Science Professor 
David Lawstuen for being named the 2011 
Iowa Professor of the Year by the Council for 
Advancement and Support of Education and 
the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement 
of Teaching. 

The United States Professors of the Year 
program seeks out the most exceptional in-
structors in the country who make an impactful 
difference in their student’s lives. Winners of 
this award must display an effective teaching 
method, as well as a demonstrably positive in-
fluence on his or her students. This program 
is the only nationwide program that recognizes 
the excellence of our nation’s undergraduate 
professors and mentors. Entries for this es-
teemed program are reviewed by top U.S. 
educators and administrators to ensure that 
America’s best professors are bestowed the 
honor. 

Mr. Speaker, I consider it a great honor to 
represent a state with such a proud academic 
reputation. Professor Lawstuen, his wife 
Debbie, fellow colleagues, students, and par-
ents of the NIACC community should be very 
proud of the academic climate they have pro-
duced. Professor Lawstuen’s student’s futures 
are a little brighter with his capable instruction 
and I wish him and his colleagues the best as 
they continue to provide a positive impact on 
the future leaders of our state and country. 
Thank you. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO JAMES ROUNDTREE 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 17, 2011 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor James Roundtree for his service of faith 
and prayer in Brooklyn and dedication to lead 
others towards a righteous path. 

Mr. Roundtree was born in Savannah, Geor-
gia to Minister Levan and Rosabelle 
Roundtree. He is the third child of ten siblings 
and grew up in a very religiously Christian 
home. Growing up Mr. Roundtree attended 
Dalton Baptist Church in Sylvania, Georgia 
where he served on the Usher Board. He is a 

man that takes his spirituality very seriously 
and looks to spread its power with those he 
encounters. 

Mr. Roundtree relocated to Queens, New 
York in 1968 where he met and wed Alma 
Lee. Together they have one son and twin 
daughters. As a man of faith Mr. Roundtree 
conducts himself as a devoted husband, fa-
ther, and grandfather. 

Mr. Roundtree is a member of Antioch Bap-
tist Church, located in Brooklyn, New York. At 
this church he served on the Usher Board and 
as Secretary of the Deacon Ministry for sev-
eral years. Currently he is the treasurer for 
Sunday School. 

After 35 years of service Mr. Roundtree re-
tired from Gould Paper Company in 2004. He 
is now an employee of the Board of Education 
in New York City. 

Throughout his life Mr. Roundtree has made 
considerable achievements: In 2006 he had 
confirmation of his ordination as Deacon; in 
2010 he attained his Associate, Bachelor’s 
and Master’s Degree’s in theology at North 
Carolina College of Theology; and in 2010 he 
also had his confirmation of his ordination as 
Minister. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to recognize Mr. 
James Roundtree for his dedicated service to 
the church and his faith. 

f 

NATIONAL RIGHT-TO-CARRY 
RECIPROCITY ACT OF 2011 

SPEECH OF 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2011 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 822) to amend 
title 18, United States Code, to provide a na-
tional standard in accordance with which 
nonresidents of a State may carry concealed 
firearms in the State. 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr. Chair, after 
a decade in which 10 to 12 thousand Ameri-
cans were murdered with guns every single 
year, the House is considering legislation to 
protect criminals’ ability to carry concealed 
weapons. This reckless legislation almost cer-
tainly would add to our gun homicide rate, 
which is already 19.5 times higher than other 
developed countries. This bill will likely add to 
the gun violence death toll, which totals over 
1 million Americans since 1968. 

H.R. 822, the National Right-to-Carry Reci-
procity Act, could open the door for criminals 
or terrorists to use fraudulent concealed weap-
on permits from other states. As the Virginia 
State Police wrote in a letter that I will submit 
for the record, state police in one state fre-
quently are unable to verify a concealed carry 
permit from another state. For those states 
where verification is possible, in many cases 
states have already established reciprocity. It 
would be reckless, however, to establish a 
uniform reciprocity standard under which our 
police cannot verify many concealed carry per-
mits. Can we risk the possibility that a violent 
criminal or a terrorist could be pulled over yet 
be allowed to continue on their way because 
the police officer is unable to check the validity 
of a concealed carry permit? Regardless of 
our respective positions on concealed carry 

laws, I would hope that we can at least legis-
late in a manner that preserves the ability of 
police to protect our communities from violent 
criminals. 

Finally, it is ironic that the self-appointed de-
fenders of states’ rights would negate public 
safety laws across America through Congres-
sional fiat. This bill effectively negates any 
concealed carry laws in states for out of state 
residents in a gross abuse of Congressional 
power which endangers our communities and 
first responders. 

This destructive legislation only will add to 
the death toll that has already caused so 
much grief in communities like Northern Vir-
ginia. I urge my colleagues to vote against it. 

f 

MARKING VETERANS DAY IN 
LEONARDTOWN, MD 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 17, 2011 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, on Veterans Day, 
I had the privilege of attending the annual pa-
rade honoring our veterans in Leonardtown 
and remembering the fallen service members 
from St. Mary’s County, Maryland. It was a 
moving and meaningful ceremony, with many 
who have served our nation in uniform and 
their families attending. The parade in 
Leonardtown is the largest in the state, with a 
long tradition of honoring the service of Mary-
land veterans. 

The program included four students from 
Leonardtown Elementary School, each of 
whom read a brief statement written to answer 
the question ‘‘What does Veterans Day mean 
to me?’’ Their words were a powerful affirma-
tion that the ideals our service members have 
fought to protect continue to be passed on to 
the next generation, and that with those ideals 
we teach a love of country and respect for 
service. I would like to share their statements 
with my colleagues. 

Katy Kindley wrote: ‘‘Veterans Day means 
to honor and love the ones who fought in all 
wars or to honor someone who didn’t fight but 
served to help those in damaged places. 
Where do they go when they leave? What 
places will they visit? Will they ever come 
back? All armed forces that serve our country 
take only with them—hope. The hope that 
they won’t let those in need be [needy], the 
hope to succeed in their job, or the hope to 
just come home to their families. Navy, Army, 
Air Force, U.S. Marines, or any other force 
that serves our country take hope and the will 
to serve with them. 

‘‘If you are the child of a veteran, hold your 
hand up. How do you feel when your mom or 
dad leave to go on travel? Do you feel scared 
they will never come back? Do you wonder if 
they will bring something back? All of your 
questions remain with you. I’m glad to say that 
I too have a brilliant and most valiant veteran 
to look up to—my dad. My dad does his best 
to serve in the Navy. A lot of times he leaves 
for a very long trip. One time, he left for seven 
months! I was very sad. But I was overjoyed 
to see him come home. Let’s take a day to 
honor, love, and cherish the ones who served 
in our country. To all those veterans out there, 
I say: you rock!’’ 

Liam Byers read his statement: ‘‘Can you 
imagine what life would be like without our 
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